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PRESIDENT BILL sy WiLLiAM L. BROWN 
a 


M ©PRESDENT Bicc gy) 
aAS8 y mother-in-law died 
unexpectedly in her sleep 
after a short illness. She 
never even saw the get- 
well card the children 
mailed her. As I mourned 
with my wife's family and 
their friends, I was 
racked with dread. Which 
of us would be next? 


Whose immediate future g 
held a fatal cell mutation, 
a misstep on the Stairs,a § 


careening automobile, or 


a viral infection? The \f 
next bedtime story, | 


goodnight kiss, or casual 
wave farewell could be 
the last. There's no joke 
here, friends, except the 


big one on those of us 


mother-in-law’s funeral 
that brought the first 
family to my wife Mary’s 
home town in northeast- 
ern Ohio. I was still glad, 
however, for the chance 
to spend a little time in 
America’s heartland. 
There I could observe the 
simple yet colorful lives 
of the people who live 
beyond the Beltway. 
Though the occasion was 
sad, there was much 
comfort—especially for 
Mary—in the time-worn 
traditions of her parent's 
church and community. 
Personally, I was pleased 
and honored to be 


included in the funeral 
rituals and traditions. 


who think we get to keep Dv, 4 
anybody or anything. 1} SEA ins: 
WCE 76 eae, 
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"President Bill" appears in President Bill, a Graphic Epic, a book published by Andrews and McMeel. This book is now available at 
Faces, Food For Thought Books, and the Beyond Words bookstore. Get caught up on the story. It's worth it. 


63 S. Preasant St. Amuerst, MA. (Behind Bonducci's Cafe) 
104 FEDERAL STREET, GREENFIELD, MA. 774-3701 


Prices Start as Low as S 
for Futon and Frame 
Largest Slain and Best Prices in the Valley on: 
,, Lutons © Frames e Covers 
Pillows * Bookcases ¢ Desks ¢ More 
AND THE MOST Monde : = oe Northampton Call 586-7970 
COMPREHENSIVE ae sed 10-6/Thursday 10-8/Saturday 10-5 
SERVICE IN THE VALLEY MasterCard, and Biscover Carce nioy Qualified Buyers. VISA 
” - Delivery Available. 
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his) June we cpanel Seca Issuecalled 1 Thanks For NotLeaving] Iwas 

half-way tempted to call this one ...But I’m Outta Here!, because that is the 

case. I was in Boston this past Saturday taking my GRE’s which, for those 

of you in the Valley not involved in higher education (both of you), is the 
test you must take to get into Graduate School. (If V2/(x+b)?= y * the population of 
Omaha, then how many zithers does George have to juggle before ANTEATER : 
PERSPIRE as FINGER : WISCONSIN?) It seems that my lovely wife Mary has 
accepted a post at The Ohio State University, and one of the perks is that her husband 
gets to get his Master’s degree fornothin’. Sol am going to the land of Taco Bells and 
bombed out abortion clinics to get my Master of Fine Arts in Directing. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity, so I’m afraid ... I’m Outta Here! 

What will happen to The Valley Comic News, you may well ask? Well, Izzy 
Gesell has agreed to take good care of it for the nonce, a fellow by thename of Norman 
LaFoe is now our Sales Manager, and the Lovely LeAnne Novick will continue on as 
an Associate Publisher. It will still be the same Comic News, only more so. I think the 
paper is the best publication in the Valley and it needs your support. 

I shall miss this place. I have spent the majority of my life in Massachusetts, (I 
think that the main objective of those, like myself, who are raised in New Jersey is to 
spend enough of their life somewhere else, in order that they may say finally, “Oh yes, 
I’m from Massachusetts”) and the thought of Ohio fills me with some dread, I must 
admit. I mean I watched Family Ties, I know what it's like. But I hear they have cable 
out there and Columbus has its own comic newspaper, so maybe it won't be so bad. 
We have a natural snobbery here in Western Mass about places with no hills, but I'm 
sure they have the same snobbery about places that elected Mike Dukakis. 

If there is any one aspect] have noticed about the Valley itis that there area large 
number of concerned and intelligent people, many of whom are diligently pursuing 
one cause or another, These people are right-minded, politically correct and aglow 
with the aura of righteousness. To these people, I leave this parting piece of advice. 

Lighten Up!!!! 

To the rest of you, thanks. Thanks for your help, encouragement, and patience. 
As I ride into the sunset, please don't think of me as gone, just a little more out there 
than before. Let us have no tears, no remorse, no bands at the train station; we're 
driving. Come, come little one. I had no idea that you were so emotional, but I must 
gonow. You must be strong forme. Where's that brave little smile that Iknow so well. 
I must go. The lights are growing dim, is that you? I cannot see the light, but I must 
go into the light. Oh Scarlet, Ashley loves you so much. (cough, cough). I could have 
been acontender, but let it be. The rest is silence. Put out the light, then put out the cat. 
Twas beauty killed the beast, and ratings. 

I made it'Ma! Top of the world! 


And with that, I say Good Night Amherst, Good-bye Northampton and Hello 


Columbus. I’m Outta Here. 

(A hush falls over the crowd, from the back an embarrassed titter. Someone 
hesitantly starts clapping softly, and is quickly wrestled to the ground. Soon people 
start drifting away, with derisive laughter occasionally piercing the air. 

Fade to black.) 


Phil Kilbourne 
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OCTOBER SURPRISE PARTY EE 
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A NOVEMBER SURPRISE? 


LET'S ANNOUNCE THAT WE'LL DO IT, BUT 
WE WISH WE DIDN'T HAVE To 


THAT WE'RE RELUCTANT BECAUSE OF 
OUR KESPECT FOR THE PRESIDENT 


GLOBAL WARMING 
GEOTHERMAL 


EXPLORATION 
OZONE DERETION 


.) Balada 
qesntiziett 


AND THAT We DONT EXPECT IT To 


ARE WE TALKING ABOUT INVESTIGATING 
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1980 OR RUNNING IN 1992 2 
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‘ny nation surrounded 
ea wae to destroy us! 


~ a | 
df 


“NN 


surrounded 
Ne ee ee Se 


r it HU ' ij = 
AAvuise gil 
_ &- 4) — ito iene a 

ed nepeaie Stidkto the scriph! 


NO PALESTINIANS FROM THE PLO, 
EAST JERUSALEM OR THE DIASPORA / 


THAT MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE To FIND 
PALESTINIANS FOR THE CONFERENCE 


THATS THE POINT T've BEEN 
TRYING To GET ACROSS — 


es 
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You CAN'T TALL 
To These peopie / 


6 August | 
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fr, Shut Uy 


uAalcem 
ix 
dontb wan ict Kenn 
dake ieiasty __and I'll Tell You_™ 


{hose women we Ramla 


RADE! WILLIE 
SMITH! RAPE! 
WILLIE SMITH! >. 


ie may not be accurate but at least he’s positive: may not be accurate, but at least he’s positive. 


Dear Mr. Shut Up and I'll Tell You™, 
Can you tell me how a bill is passed through Congress? B.B. Columbus, OH 

Dear BB, 

There are those who say that it is easier to pass akidney stone than itis a bill through Congress, 
but here goes. 

Getting a bill made into law is a long and complicated process. Say you wanted to make it a 
crime to sell unwashed underwear on Sundays. You present it to the House Majority leader, who then 
performs a series of obscure rituals which determine the validity of your proposal. These include 
Tunning it up a flagpole, sacrificing a Junior Senator and making sure the President is going to veto 
the measure. Once he/she has ascertained that there’s not a liberal’s chance in Utah that it will become 
law, she/he/it hands it over to a House Committee for study. 

A House Committee is a body of peers who mull over any and all pieces of potential legislation, 
adding on to them whatever will aid in their re-election in the Fall. These “amendments” are 
specifically designed to obscure the original intent of the bill, and so you may find that your fairly 
simple 23 page bill has now grown to 4,586 pages. Within the confines of the bill there will be such 
additions as a provision to make the Grasshopper the National Drink, funding for a sex study of the 
Heated Wood Owl, a condemnation of naked breasts on Cinemax, and the establishment of the Jesse 
Helms lookalike contest. 

Once the House Committee has okayed your bill, fifteen Congressional Pages with trusses lug 
the thing to a Senate Committee who tack on their “‘amendments.” A Senate Committee is the same 
as a House Committee except there are fewer members, which means they talk longer and add many 
more amendments. They send the bill (now 15,875 pages) back to the house, which adds some more 
pages. They ship the thing back and forth between various offices, until they get bored or a staff 
assistant is crushed under the load, whichever comes first. 

Someone loses the bill in the Lobby, where it is attacked by the Lobbyists. These are 
aggressively obnoxious people from things called “special interests.” They have lots of money and 
can get you tickets to the next arrest of Marion Barry. 

The bill then sits on Ted Kennedy’s desk for five months until he spills a drink on it. Everybody 
forgets what has been added and the original 23 page bill is sent to the floor for debate. 

A congressional debate is the finest example of democracy in action, which makes one yeam 
for the good old days of King George. The debate consists mainly of an old man pounding a gavel, 
many jokes about Newt Gingrich’s hair and expressed concer over the Heated Wood Owl. A vote 
is then taken, and once all are sure that the President will veto the bill, it will be passed, only three 
votes shy of an over-ride. Then Congress votes itself a pay raise, and everyone goes on a junket to 
study the problem of support undergarments in Tahiti. 


Dear Mr. Shut Up and I'll Tell You™, 
What exactly are those odd jobs one sees during the closing credits in movie? T.H. Dallas, TX 
Dear TH, 

I take it you don’t mean those titles like Assistant to Mr. Costner - Jennifer Fluffernutter. We 
all know what that means don’t we? Wink. Wink. 

Movies employ a goodly number of Union yahoos who really have no purpose other than to 
make the credits long enough to play some stupid Bruce Homsby song that is making a desperate bid 
for an Oscar. (What ever happened to the good old days when a movie song was integral to the plot, 
like There’s Got to Be a Morning After?) Some of these jobs however, actually have a purpose. 

Best Boy - Made popular during the films of Randolph Scott. Ask him what’s a “best boy”. 

Gaffer - This is the person assigned to spot errors in the continuity of the film, and send these 
errors to Premiere magazine. A special award went to the gaffer who pointed out that in Die Hard 
2: Die Harder, Bruce Willis supposedly at Dulles Airport in D.C. is calling from a payphone clearly 
marked “Pacific Bell”. Willis was so impressed he hired the guy for Hudson Hawk, one of the biggest 
gaffs of all time. 


Key Grip - Made popular during the filming of Wild Geese, which had so many drunk Righsh 
actors that they had to hire someone to unlock their doors. 


Foley - Some members of Congress use pressure to get relatives hired. House Seas: Tom 
Foley is no different. 


DID PEE-WEE HERMAN 


DO THAT? NOL IT 


If you have a question for Mr. Shut-up and!’ Tell You™ »keepi 
might try sending in your question, (in simple language, o 
guarantee he'll answer, but then again, he doesn't care. 

; ©1991 Nocturnal Aviations 
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HEY FAWN, 1 FINALLY 
FIGURED ovT HOW WE 
CAN DO OUR PART To 
SAVE THE EARTH... 


Steve Riehm 
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me, WILL ONLY SERVE 
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TL WAD THESE CARDS 
PRINTED THAT SAY, “WE 
water 
UPON REQUEST”, So WE 
CAN SAVE WATER. 
GREAT 
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Teapot Dome. 

Tammany Hall. 

Iran-Contra. 

Q. What do these three scandals 
have in common? 

A. Nobody can ever pererioertiak 
they're about. — 

The only thing they're good for, re- 
ally, isto be usedin SAT questions —just 
obscure enough to separate the college- 
bound men fromthe sniveling bambinos. 

And you may be wondering: How 
does such a thing happen? How do we 
have a political scandal that lasts six 
years, involves two Presidents, uncov- 
ers actual crimes among members of the 
C.I.A., the military and the State Depart- 
ment — and everyone's eyes glaze over 
when you mention it? 

There may be five people in the 
whole world who can even tell you the 
whole story of Iran-Contra. One is spe- 
cial prosecutor Lawrence Walsh (and 
even he probably has to refer to notes). 
One is probably a reporter somewhere 
who’s writing a book on the subject. And 
there are three guys who just haven't 
been indicted yet. 

How do this many people, from this 
many different places, tell lies this suc- 
cessfully for this long? 

Easy. | don’t think a single one of 
them | believes he’s lying. 


It’s not politics that's changed. It’s 
the definition of what exactly is a lie. 

So we have the ten Iran-Contra 
non-lies: 

1.“Itwasn’t my decision.” This is the 
most popular one. The whole thing goes 
like this: “Yeah, | think | know what went 
on, but it wasn’t directly my responsibil- 
ity, and it wasn't directly my decision, 
andso|can't really know what was going 


_on, and so | choose to keep my mouth 


shut. This is not a lie because | don't 
know enough to be telling a lie.” 

| don’t think | really have to explain 
this one, do I? It’s really popular with 
second-graders. 

2. “Once you let one cat out of the 
bag, there’s no end to this stuff.” This is 
the theory by which you withhold one or 
two things you know, because, if you 
were to tell those one or two things, it 
would lead to a hundred other things that 
would jeopardize the safety of the coun- 
try. Just exactly how it would jeopardize 
ihe safety of the country, you're not sure, 
but it would. Or at least it might. 

3. ‘There are a lot of gray areas in 
these laws passed in the seventies.” 
After the Watergate scandal, and again 
afterthe C.1.A.’splotto assassinate Castro 
was exposed, we passed a bunch of 
ethics laws. The great thing about them 
is that there are no gray areas in them. 


oH 


Offering a full range of humor 
consulting and writing services for 
individuals and organizations. 


¢ Stand up comedy training ° 
¢ Copy writing ° Speech writing ° 
¢ Stalf development workshops ° 
e Humor writing workshops ° 


6 week workshops in Northampton 
begin in Sept. 
Sliding Scale ¢ Enrollment limited. 
HUMOR ON THE ROAD 
TO RECOVERY. 
For adult children and others who would like to 
reclaim their "lost" ability to play and have fun. 


COMEDY 


ROUNDTABLE 
For performers and writers who could use a 
push to be 
more creative and productive 


For more information or 
free initial consultation call 
Izzy Gesell 586-2634 


They simply say, “You can't do this, and 
you can't do that, andif there’s any doubt 
in your mind, then the answer is ‘No way, 
Jose.’ If there’s still a doubt in your mind, 
you have to ask a Congressional com- 
mittee before proceeding.” These are the 
most un-gray laws ever written. They're 
actually the first laws ever passed saying 
the C.I.A. and military can’t get involved 
in dirty tricks. The problem is, after they 
were passed, the C.!.A. and the military 
continued to say “Now what exactly does 
this part of the law mean? We don't 
understand it.” Have you ever seen a 
really guilty burglar on the witness stand. 
“I'm sorry, | don't understand that ques- 
tion. Could you repeat that question, 
please? Are you asking me if | did it 
knowingly or if | did it?” And he believes 
that he’s being truthful. He believes, in 
fact, that if you don’t ask him the ques- 
tions in exactly the right way, then he’s 
innocent. 

4. “| haven't been able to locate any 
evidence ofthat.” Thisis the adult equiva- 
lent of “My cat ate my homework.” 

5. ‘This was never discussed in my 
presence.” (Saidwithgreatself-righteous- 
ness.) Conspiracies are almost always 
never discussed. When the lowest of 
low-lifes conspire to do something, they 
never directly discuss it. Drug dealers 
don't even use-the word “drugs”. 

6. “| was under oath to protect na- 
tional secrets, and I believed that these 
were covered by that oath.” To make 
yourself believe this, you go home every 
night and say to your wife, “Honey, there 
are things | can't tell you.” That makes 
you feelimportant and—more important 
— legal. You wanted'to tell your wife, but 
you didn't. So later on, when the commit- 
tee wants to know what you didn't tell 
your wife, how could you possibly tell 
them what you wouldn't tell your wife?: 

7. “lwas not apprised of that opera- 
tion.” This means thatthousands of pages 
of memos crossed your desk, referring 


to “that operation,” but you were smart 
enough not to ask anybody what it was 
about. This is a popular lie in Russia, 
home of the best bureaucratsinthe world, 
where they've learned “If you never ask, 
you'll never be asked.” 

8. ‘These Congressional commit- 
tees are full of politicians, trying to get 
votes, who have no interest in the truth.” 
Sometimes this is at least partly true. 
Unfortunately for someone using this 
particular lie, these Congressional com- 
mittees also have subpoena power, over- 
sight authority, and the legal right to find 
out any damn thing they wanna find out. 
It's the way we set it up. 

9. “These media guys always make 
a mountain out of a molehill.” Sometimes 
this is also true. Unfortunately, under the 
law, most of the “molehills” are already 
felonies. 

’ 10. “Idon'trecall.” Yes, almosttwenty 
years later, there are still a few who will 
use this phrase popularized by the im- 
mortal H.R. Haldeman. Thistime, though, 
we have professional liars who have 
trained themselves not to recall. Ever 
since Watergate, as soon as one of these 
guys gets remotely close to a crime, they 
shred documents in advance, they hold 
up their hand (reminding colleagues not 
to tell them too much), they tear up their 
notes, they make sure nothing is too 
close to their desk — so that when the 
time comes, they can listen patiently to 
the question and say, with a clear con- 
science, “I don't recall.” 

The government, you see, becomes 
more like the Mafia every day. 


“The Cosmic Wisdom of Joe Bob Briggs” 
is now available from Random House. To 
discuss the meaning of life with Joe Bob, or 
to get free junk in the mail and his world- 
famous “We Are the Weird” newsletter, write 
P.O. Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob's 
Fax: 214-368-2301. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving. (22 issues yearly) 
Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 


To upgrade any existing subscription from third class to 
first class mail call 413-586-2274 for information. 


Send this coupon and check or money order to: 
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Take rr 28 Leave rr 


Every cockroach that dies 
a natural death does so on 
its back. 


® 
No, humans aren't the oniy 
animals that sneeze, just 
the only ones that sneeze 
with their mouths open. 


® 
All right, it’s an anteater if 
you Say so, but it eats more 
termites than ants. 

> 
Q. A fish’s tale is a rud- 
der— vertical—a whale’s 
is a hydrofoil horizontal. 
Any reason for the differ- 
ence? A. Maybe. Afishhas 
more need to zigzag from 
predators. A whale has 
more need to go up— for 
air—and down. That's the 
theory 

e 
Q. What sort of design was 
on the first coins ever 


‘ minted? A. Face-to-face 


heads of a bull and lion. 
About 640 B.C. in Lydia, 
part of what's now Turkey. 
So reports a coin expert. 


wore SaciAl SuGGe Mons feo VideoTo-Go: Vaca 


Choose coulay /coutlRiky oF IN[ERESI, 


Was none other than 
Hippocrates who first put 
into the record that fat 
people didn’ttendto live as 
long as thin people. 
© 

“Pasta” is just the itaiian 
word for “dough,” that’s all. 


© 
Sound of running water 
makes beavers nervous. 
They want to dam it, 
evidentiy. Farm beavers 
start projects around drain 
pipes, leaking fieldfaucets, 
old culverts. Amazing, this 
phenomenon called: ge- 
netic memory. Some theo- 
rists Say it’s the thing that 
compels certain childrento 
take things apart, or to 
chase small animals, or to 
beat on drums. 
® 

That phrase “hocus pocus” 
startedout as “hocus pocus 
dominocus,” and was, in 
the beginning, a mocking 
imitation of the holy Incan- 
tations of the Catholic 
Church's Latin liturgy. So 
say the lexicologists. 


Watch Movie shit of [ecAfion to: 
A) take votes for Future Vyite 
B) Relile PAST MASTS 
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Certain edgy dogs are more 
likely to attack if stared at. 
Orso says acanine expert. 


© 
Italsotakes nine months to 
make a vanilla bean. 


Q. What's the root mean- 
ing of “Judo”? A. “Gentle 
push.” Or, elaborated, “Pull 
when pushed, push when 
pulled.” 


What you and I call a “lady- 
bug” isknownin Iraq as the 
“Water Delivery Man's 
Daughter.” 

Somebody asked Thomas 
Edison if he ever got any 
exercise, and he said, “I 
only use my body to carry 
my brain around.” 

a 

Termites are deaf. Butthey 
can't stand vibration. One 
exterminator saystermites 
won't linger long in places 
where motors shake the 
woodwork. 


PLANNING 
GthER FAW TpavelERS:SerVe Fob of PESGNATED Coun TRY 


Earthwormslikeice cream. 


© 
English doctors in the 
1800s treated toothaches 
by filling cavities with 
mashed ladybugs. It 
worked. To a degree. 
Medicos say what you think 
about greatly influences 
pain. Patients thought less 
about aches than about 
mouthfuls of mashed bugs. 

eo 
You know what koalas eat 
besides eucalyptus 
leaves? Gravel. 


4 
Q. Did you ever find out 
what “SHAZAM” from the 
Captain MaNel comics 
stands for? A. Solomon, 
Hercules, Atlas, Zeus, 
Achilles and Mercury. 


In horseshoes, the shoe’s 
opening legally can’t be 
more than three and a half 
inches wide. Did | tell you 
the game of horseshoes 
started out as a barnyard 
imitation of the discus 
throw? 
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A 400-year-old mush- 
room? You bet. Suchthere 


be. 


Some Arabian physicians 
of old thought body heat 
couldcure rheumatismina 
woman. Theycame up with 
a curious treatment. To 
generate said heat, they 
directed that the skirt of the 
female sufferer be 
snatched offin public. This, 
they’re said to have 
thought, would burn with 
shame. 


Some people wash their 
currency. Takeithome, and 
put it into little nylon bags 
or some such, and throw it 
into washing machines. It’s 
their secret. Experts blame 
“obsessive-compulsive 
disorder.” Might mention, 
others can’t do that. Can't 
even get it home. Have to 
spend it on trinkets. That, 
too, can be 
obsessive compulsive be- 
havior. And it can ruin your 
day at the track. 


© 
Q. When did the original 
Morris the Cat die? A. In 
1978. At age 17. 


> 
Q. Where'd macadamia 


| Nuts originate? A. Eastern 
| Australia. Hawaii imported 
| the trees as ornamentals 
|| in the late 1800s. 


® 
Will future soldiers fight in 
tanks? Some military ex- 
perts say no. Anti-tank 
weapons are becoming so 
effective, they say, that no 
sort of tank will work. 


: ® 
If it's anincandescent bulb, 


|| it blows 90 percent of its 
| energy onhéat, 10 percent 

on light. Our Chief Prog- 
|| Nosticator figures the in- 
_| Candescent’bulb is on the 
_| way out. 


® 


Porcupines have oran 
teeth. 4 


@ 
That legal ground for di- 
vorce most often recorded 
inthe Soviet Unionis “Loss 
of Affection.” 


Most popular pet snake ig 
the King. Mostcommonpet 
name for same is Elvis. 


4 
The law of a small New 
Hampshire township is 
quite specific about this: 
When you and your wife 
are riding one horse on 
Sunday, you cannot legally 
kiss her, but she can |e. 
gally kiss you. 


> 
Q. How long can a hippo 
walk underwater without 
coming up for air? A. About 
six minutes. 

© 
Most of the world’s devout 
worship in temples without 
seais. 


The surface of the world 
bulges most particularly in 
four places: At Ireland, off 
Peru, south of Africa and 
near New Guinea. To give 
some credence to that old 
phrase “the four corners of 
the earth.” 
© 

Consider those people de- 
scribed by the mental 
medicos as chronically 
“fearful, anxious and 
lonely.” A Toronto psychia- 
trist contends they most 
probably as children were 
made to feel guilty. By par- 
ents, relatives,caetakers, 
whomever was around 
lorig enough to bendthem. 
The old “warped in child- 
hood” explanations aren't 


as popular as once they 


were. But that “guilty” 
analysis still hangs inthere. 


co 
Stand on the lowest point 
in Colorado and you'll still 
be higher than the highest 
point in 18 other states. 


If it didn't make a noise like 
adrum, that drumfishwould 
be called something else, 
presumably. 

® 
Q. For the few of us who 
Still don’t know what 4 
“Perfect Game” inbaseball 
is, please explain. A. A 
pitcher’s outing wherein 
Only 27 batters go the plate, 
three up, three down, in 
each of nine innings. 


VIEWS? WORLD 


Copyright © 1991, Cartoonists and Writers Syndicate 
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has the nicest view 


14 Pleasant St., Northampton Mon-Sat. 8:30-11, Sun. 11-11 
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Hepa 1 THE END OF APARTHEID 
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Ai \ }- (LEAR AS BLACK AND WHITE... 
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Fresh Ingredients, 
at Refreshing Prices! 


AW 
7 An oa a & > 


Ss cael I 


We offer lunch and dinner 


daily, always made with the freshest 


ingredients. We're also the only restaurant in the area to offer lagers 


and ales brewed right on the premises, the best beer in the Northeast! 


Will your car get you to where you Wanabe this summer? One of ours will. 


PELHAM AUTO SALES 


1315 FEDERAL ST., BELCHERTOWN 413-253-9811 


Northampton Brewery © Downtown Northampton 
413 ¢ 584 9903 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


By Steve Newman 


Floods 


Millions of Chinese made 
ita homeless by some of the 

worst floods in Chinese 
history are without sufficient food or 
proper shelter. The Shanghai 
WenhuiBaonewspaper reported that 
diseases such as hepatitis and ty- 
phoid were on the rise in flood- 
stricken eastern China as a result of 
contaminated water. Water levels of 
rivers and lakes receded further in 
the worst affected provinces of Anhui 
and Jiangsu as the persistent rain 
belt moved further north. 

In contrast, a worsening drought 
in Hunan province has forced the 
governmentto mobilize three million 
people to combat the effects of a 
worsening drought. Many rivers, 
lakes, and reservoirs have run dry 
across the province. 

Monscon deluges in Bangladesh 
have wiped out thousands of acres 
of rice crops and left a million home- 
less. More than 100 people have 
died since waters surged on the 
Brahmaputra and Ganges rivers. 


For the week ending 
July 26, 1991 


Summer Heat 


Overfishing 


nia, western Iran, the Alaskan Pen- 


Tropical Storms Temperature records were The size and number of _ insula, and the Pacific Northwest. 
Typhoon Amy, the seventh NAAN broken from the Rocky Ee fish on Australia’s Great 
to strike China this year, Mountainsto New England J Barrier Reef is declining Mates 
poundedtherice-bowlprov- @SmuchoftheU.S.swelteredunder dramatically, according to an official 


inces of Guangdong, Jiangxi, and 
Fujian, ravaging agriculture and driv- 
ing thousands from their homes. At 
least 99 people perished from the 
storm’s high winds and floods. Ty- 
phoon Brendan took a more south- 
erly course, skirting Hong Kong and 
killing one person in Macao. Yet an- 
other storm, Caitlin, was moving 
tog toward Japan late in the 
week. 


Landslide 


Rescuers pulled 51 bod- 
ies from a landslide that 
struck aroad in southwest- 
erm Colombia. At least 10 vehicles, 


including buses, trucks, and an am- 
bulance, were crushed when part of 


the hottest weather of the summer. 
In southern Europe, several days of 
hot weather were blamed for the 
deaths of at least 70 people in Spain 
and central Italy. 


Volcanoes 


en, Mount Pinatubo continued 
to rock the Philippines with 
nearly 100 tremors and 


eruptions of ash that soared four 
miles into the sky. Heavy rains from 
passing typhoon Brendan unleashed 
mudflows up to 20 feet deep that 
buried 700 houses in eight villages 
around the mountain, and forced 
10,000 people to flee their homes. 

Piton de la Fournaise Volcano on 
the Indian Ocean island of Reunion 


survey. A poll of 1,000 sports fisher- 
menbetween Cairns and Rockhamp- 
ton showed that the average weight 
of certain species has been halved 
in the past 10 years. The Queens- 
land Fish Management Authority is 
considering an unprecedented bag 
limit for recreational fishing in reef 
waters —which earns Australia$780 
million in tourist revenue each year. 


Earthquakes 


At least 12 people were 

¥ killed when the stronger of 
two quakes flattened most 

of the homes in a village near two 
volcanoes in southern Peru. Saban- 
caya and Misti voleanoes, 600 miles 
south of Lima, have become increas- 


Athousand people flocked 
: to the South Australian 
coast near Adelaide to 
watch a trio of southern right whales 


in aspectacular mating display. Ma- 


rine biologist lan Milne said two 45-. 


foot whales started coupling in shal- 
low waters 50 yards offshore. The 
néise attracted asecond male, which 
cilcled the couple. “He was Waiting 
forthe firstto finish, but got impatient 
and Joined them during the night,” 
Milne said. “It's quite normal you 
know, they're very Promiscuous.” The 
southern right whale was almost 
hunted to extinction off Australia in 
the last century, but increasing 
numbers have appeared in recent 
yearstobreed and nursetheiryoung. 


a mountainside collapsedonaroad eruptedwithastreamoflavaonJuly ingly active during the past Additional Sources: Hon 

connecting Pasto and Mocoa, about 19. An eruption in April lasted three Earth schemata ane asotuk in preys U.S. Climate Analysis ba to 

350 miles southwest of Bogota. weeks. Indonesia’s Aceh province Cane “Mes eh ai Center and the World 
a nization, 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Flood Season 


As the floodwaters slowly 
cata recede from eastern 

China's worst inundations 
in decades, the country’s leaders 
have called on people to fight the 
“second battle” against epidemics 
that are now threatening the dis- 
placed survivors. Two million home- 
less people are camping by road- 


sides in appalling sanitary condi- . 


tions in a virtual river of excrement, 
according to a visiting French doc- 
tor. Cases of highly resistant and 
fast-spreading malaria and hemor- 
thagic hepatitis have already been 
reported. Polio, typhoid, and various 
intestinal diseases are also a threat. 

Soldiers and rescue workers 
searched through six flood-ravaged 
villages in central India where more 
than 1,500 people were missing and 
hundreds were feared drowned. 
Some survivors shivered in treetops 
for more than a day, waiting to be 
rescued. The flood swept away.an 
entire three-story building where 150 
people had taken shelter from the 
incessant downpour. 

Torrential rains in Romania’s 
Moldavia region triggered flash floods 
that killed more than 100 people and 
swamped two villages. Prime Minis- 
ter Petre Roman announced, after 
he toured the disaster area, that 
3,000 homes and four major bridges 
had been destroyed or damaged. 


Earthquakes 


Twenty people were killed 
KS and 100 homes destroyed 

when a temblor struck two 
villages in the Iraqi Kurdistan prov- 
ince of Erbil. Earth movements were 
also felt in southern Alaska and 
around Seattle. 


Lightning Deaths 


Four boys playing soccer 
EZ in the foothills of the Hima- 

layas were struck and killed 
instantly by a single bolt of lightning. 
Four other boys were injured in the 
village 50 miles south of Katmandu, 
Nepal. 


BM FRAKTIKLY WORE Bl 


a] 


-Death Valley, 
= California 


For the week ending | , 
: August 2, 1991 
Volcano 


The Philippines’ chief vol- 
canologist said that he 

believes Mt. Pinatubo is 
nearly spent after numerous devas- 
tating eruptions, but the threat of 
mud and ash slides from the accu- 
mulated debris could last for years. 
During the week, heavy monsoon 
rains unleashed further mudflows 
that buried more than 3,000 homes 
and sent flood waters spilling into 
metropolitan Manila, killing at least 
16 people. 


Tropical Storms 


Typhoon Caitlin brushed 

South Korea and western 

Japan, leaving two people 

dead and causing $6 million in 

damage, mainly in Korea. The storm 

destroyed 30 vessels, one bridge, 

and five stretches of low-lying roads. 

Hurricane Fefamoved harmlessly 

over the open waters of the eastern 

tropical Pacific, packing maximum 
winds of 95 miles per hour. 


ON EVERY DARN | 
MORIA HF 


sarge? 


413-586°1913° 


Shark Slaughter 


Japanese fishing practices 
came under fire after an 
Australian television crew 


filmed workers aboard one boat 
cutting thefins off sharks, thenthrow- 
ing the still-live bodies overboard. 
Shark fins are a prized delicacy in 
Japan, used to make a soup that is 
considered by some to be an 
aphrodisiac. One Japanese tuna 
boat in Tasmanian waters was said 
to be catching up to 500 sharks a 
night. Japanese television broadcast 
the Australian videotape on its main 
evening news, and quoted Japa- 
nese fisheries officials as saying the 
outrage reflected the “cultural differ- 
ences” between the two countries. 


Fisherman's Dream 
Inone ofthe strangest fish- 
[a4 ing experiences ever wit- 
nessed in Alaska, thou- 
sands of people lined up on the 


Kenai Peninsulato net red salmonin 
a creek so clogged with fish that a 


By Steve Newman 


-80° 
Vostok, (U.S.S.R.) 
Antarctica’ 


catch was guaranteed. Some people 
netted as many as nine in one dip of 
the net. A state-sponsored red 
salmon breeding program was so 
successful that the fish returning to 
spawn this summer flooded into the 
creek on their way to spawning 
grounds. To prevent a glut of 
spawned-out rotting salmon car- 
casses from upsetting the ecologi- 
cal balance, officials scheduled 
twice-weekly net fishing, with a six- 
fish limit for any Alaskan resident. 


Now Napping 


Three whales, whose 
ea spectacular mating display 
drew thousands of specta- 


tors in Southern Australia, kept local 
inhabitants awake with loud snoring 
the night after the act. “It sounded 
like the whining of horses, only much 
louder,” said a drowsy Victor Harbor 
resident. : 

Additional Sources: U. S. Climate Analysis 


Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 


PARADISE COPIES,INC 


30 Crafts Ave. ° Northampton ° 585-0414 ° Fax 585-0417 
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We're down the street from Spoleto's! 
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TACTYALLA | 


Great Mexican & American food served quickly & inexpensively 


in a friendly & casual atmosphere. Discover TACO VILLA today! 


TACOS * NACHOS * BURRITOS * QUESADILLAS « TAQUITOS ° Be ere 
BURRITO SUPREMOS ° CHIMICHANGAS ° CHILI RELLENOS ° FAJITAS ° TOS 
MEXICAN PIZZA « BURGERS * DOGS * CHICKEN 


All entrees available vegetarian / No lard used - never have, never will! 


GREAT DAILY SPECIALS » All day! Every day! 
Complete meals, including entree, side order & beverage. From $3.40 to $4.75 


Downtown Northampton Downtown Amherst - Springfield 

21 Center Street . 41 Boltwood Walk 749 Sumner Ave. 
584-0673 256-8217 788-0919 
B.Y.O.B. Beer & Wine Served B.Y.O.B. 


THE FAR SIDE | By Gary Larson 


| © 1986 Universal Press Syndicate 
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While their owners sleep, “According to these figures, Simmons, your “Listen. You want to be ext 
te prepare for their day. department has lost another No. 2 Double A, Shoot and trap us into ones 3 hei ee he 
and | want you to find it!” to be the animals, N? ... We're supposed 


So let’s get back out there and act 
like it!” 
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The life and times of Lulu, Mrs. O'Leary's 
ill-fated cow. 


So, what d'ya Say?, Mayb E 
“Could go ee aes place, Have 
a few drinks... litle alfalfa... 
Maybe we could show each other 
Mm _ our brands... Ha ha ha haha 


ayeaipuds ssaig |eSaAiUN 9861 GI 


© 1986 Universal Press Syndicate 


© 1986 Universal) Press)Syndicate 
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Custer’s last view 


“Oh, lovely — just the hundredth time you've 


= “I'm worried about Frank these days. .. . managed to cut everyone’s head off.” , 
& It seems he just can't unwind.” The Valley Comic News « August 15,1991 15 
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COOL PEOPLE WEAR 


INE DECIDED WE SHOULD SARK GLASSES! 


BE “COOLER” THAN WE ARE. 


ITS COOL To BUMP 
INTO THINGS? 

Fal {YOu DONT MOVE, 
You JUST HANG 


The place to eat. 


_i “Morning 
ei: noon & night. ) 


Daily Specials 
Beer & Wine 
Open til 10 pm 


€ 1986 Unverrsal Press Syndicate 


HEY, DAD, WILLYOU BUY | 
ME A FLAME THROWER? 


168 N. Pleasant St. Amherst, Ma. 
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Macintosh and IBM Compatibles THE VALIANT SPACEMAN SPIFF] | SPIFF SPOTS HIS HOVERING] [ BUT HE'S TOO LATE? TH I TOLD You 


IS BEING PURSUED BY A |] SPACESHIP AND BOLTS AWFUL SCUM BEING IS TIMES 
Hardware, Software, Service and Rentals DISGUSTING SCUM BEING! UPON HIM! ITS ALL OVER! ue WAS 
OVER! NON 


GET INSIDE! 


Northampton Amherst 
(413) 584-3414 (413) 549-2997 


FUNNY 


IF YOU COULD WISH FOR 
ANYTHING, T ACTUALY, (T'S HARD To 
IT BE? poe ARGUE WITH SOMEONE WHO 


LOOKS So HAPPY, 


A BIG SUNNY FIELD 
TO BE IN. 


GOT THAT NOW! 
RICHES! PONER! PRES 
YOU COULD HAVE ANYTHING! 


ANTIQUES 
For SALE 


Have we got back issues? Boy howdy! 
If you want the first 35 issues of THE 
VALLEY COMICNEWS, (from Sep- 
tember, 1989 to March, 1991), just 
send us $25, and you will get the entire 
anthology of the Valley's best news 
source. Please allow two to three weeks 
for delivery. Send check, name and 
address to: , 
BACK ISSUES, 
PO BOX 65 

AMHERST, MA 01004 

Questions call 413-586-2274 


*BACK ISSUES SALE* |. | 


ARE THE FISH BITING? 


a DROP DEAD, 


_| saIVs SHASSINOVE-TIVS SHNSSISOVES 
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TOLD A FUNNY WELL, 7 
TOWN J 1 DOL TODAY, TES || Tes TE May HE WAS DRINKING MILK 
oR ED ean it AND WHEN WE LAUGHED, 


SO FUNNY... HOW DID HE 
TELL IT? 


s) 


\T CAME UP HIS NOSE ! 


© 1986 Universal Press Syndicate 


Then its gym class, 
and I Seal you into 
fgeT ceaserole! 


COACH THINKS 
VIOLENCE IS AERORIC . 


© 1986 Universal Press Syndicate 


DO YOU EVER THINK ABOUT 
THE END OF THE WORLD 
AS WE KNOW IT? 


T THINK MOM WAS REFERRING 
TO \F SHE EVER CATCHES 
ME LETTING THE AIR OUT 
OF THE CAR TIRES AGAIN. 


YOU MEAN A 
NUCLEAR WAR? 


CAWIN, THE HUMAN 
INSECT, WALKS ACROSS 
THE DINNER TABLE. 


WITH PROPORTIONAL INSECT || HE THEN CLIMBS AND WITH CALVIN, 

STRENGTH, HE PLACES A || TO THE TOP OF A TINY ( STOP THAT 
GIANT PEA ON THE THE OTHER END.. : 
EDGE OF A SPOON. 


© 1996 Universal Press Synaicate 


THEN ITS ANOTHER TEN- 
MINUTE JOURNEY BACK, 
AS HE TURNS IT OVER! 


IN WIS MINUSCULE SIZE, AY THE OTHER END, 

IT TAKES CAIN, THE HE SLOWLN LIFTS THE 

HUMAN INSECT, TEN MINUTES! | GIGANTIC SHEET ! 
TO WALK ACROSS 


A 
BOOK'S PAGE! 


©1986 Universal Press Syndicate 


“TWO BIG RUBBERY MONSTERS] | DOESN’ AND PEOPLE 
SLUG IT OUT OVER MAYOR | | THAT SOUND SAV THAT 
METROPOLITAN CENTERS \N A GREAT ? FOREIGN FILM 
\S INACCESSIBLE. 


ONE ldsddbddddidddd 


KARAVAN 


ART 


CLOTHING 


JEWELRY 


WORLD 
BEAT MUSIC 


" 


LOCATED 
ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
122 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON , MA 0106 


HR SSS 
AAAS . 
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by Izzy Gesell 


Here is the synopsis of the forthcoming Thelma and 
Louise 2: the Aftermath. Saved by a sudden updraft of 
wind as they soar over the Grand Canyon, the women 
glide to safety on the Far Side of the gorge. Tired of the 
chase the two tum themselves in and, much to their 
surprise and delight, find themselves national heroines. 

Bringing them to trial on charges of murder, armed 
robbery, property destruction and embarrassing a po- 
lice officer, the prosecution soon realizes that because 
of the publicity itis impossible to find ajury that has not 
heard of the case. The only people in America whohave 
never read a paper or watched the news on TV have 
already served onthe OliverNorthor William Kennedy 
Smith juries.. Allowed to plead guilty to littering, 
drinking while driving and leaving the scene of acrime, 
T&L are each sentenced to one year in prison. 

On theirrelease they are arrested inFlorida underan 
archaic Jaw that makes it illegal for women to be poor 
tole models. It seems that all the hype in the papers 
about them and the resultant adulation they received 
from men, women and children following their first 
escapade frightened the folks in power into thinking 
that T&L were a menace (Womenance?) to the status 
quo. Again they are forced to stand trial. As evidence, 
the prosecution drags up the columns, articles and 
editorials that had appeared when the movie was first 
released. All had ranted and raved about how horrible 
it was that women, given the same lousy plot lines and 
stock situations as men, would actually resort to 
VIOLENCE . Seems the writers would have preferred 
these ladies to do something more genteel . Perhaps 
become coy, flirtatious or co-dependent and accept the 
verbal and physical brutality while “understanding” 
that the poor abusive guy was really just a product of a 
childhood where boys do not get good role models so 
he really couldn’t know any better. 

T&L defend themselves by using the “hypocrisy 
defense.” Each commentatoris called to the stand and 
asked the same questions: ““Would this brouhaha have 
occurred if, instead of shooting the guy themselves, 
they had called in either the Equalizer, the Terminator 
orthat creepy kid from Home Alone to shoot the rat?” 
and“*Would any notice atall have been taken if they had 
dressed as Ninja Turtles or Freddy Kreuger before they 
offed the guy?” The barely audible “No” to each 

“question ensures that T & L are freed. 

They retum home to Arkansas to begin a syndicated 
TV reality show called America’s Most Insensitive. 
Within a year they are elected to Congress, a position 
they decide to job- share so they can keep the TV show 
going. Their influence in Washington grows and 
grows as theirinnate common sense and overt desire to 
have fun captures the mood of the people. The movie 
ends as T&L celebrate the passage of the ERA, thus 

setting the stage forThelma & Louise 3: The Presidential 

Years. 
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THE THING OF IT 15, RAY, YOU 
NEVER WANT TO RULE OUT 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT YOUR 


DO YOU EXPECT HIM BACK 
SOON? I KNOW I SHOULD 
HAVE CALLED AHEAD, 
BUT I WAS AFRAID HE 
WOULDN'T SPEAK TO ME. 


HAD ANYONE WAITING AT HOME. 
THE ONLY PROBLEM WAS THAT HE 
WASN'T AN OFFICER LIKE ME, AND 


! 


evIRIAL Pets cA © ten 


THE ARMY HAS RULES ABOUT THAT..\° 


oonesbul 


BY G.B. 


EXACTLY. ONLY WITH GUYS Boy! 
INSTEAD OF CHICKS, AND Wp 
ONE OF US IS BLACK, AND 


WE JUST WOW... SOUNDS 
MAE DEETAUN, ‘LIKE SOVE- 
PUT THE PAST BE- 
HIND US, RAISEA 
LIME 


THING OUT OF 


I MEAN, LOOK AT MY SITUATION. 
WHEN I ARST MET MEG ON 
THE LOVE BOAT, I: THOUGHT 
SHE WAS IT! DONE DEAL! 
IWASAL SETTIOUT = 
BO0PSIE LOOSE... 


THEN THE THING WENT SOUR, AND 

ITHIT ME HOW CLOSET CAME 

70 BLOWING THE BEST THING I 

EVER HAD! 50, AS FARASIM 

CONCERNED, MEG NEVER HAPPENED! 
\ sree 


Lp A 


LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT. 
YOURE A FORMER "FRIEND” 
OF BD's, AND YOU'VE SHOWN 
UP HERE UNANNOUNCED HOP- 
ING TO PICK UP WHERE YOU 


AND YOURE WED 

WHAT, HIS Eee eee 

CLEANING 4 
LADY? 


HE AccepTED HEY, ME,TOO! 
e GOD. US, 


G 


Seiad 


SURE! HE'S 
VERY FOND 


OF YOU, 
YOU KNOW, 


WELL, NOT THAT 
MANY GUYS PRACTICALLY 


HAVEA TaTIOg NONE, ID 
OF THEIR CEAN- !MAGINE. 


TIONED ME, 
DID HE? 


eT} 


| 
; YY 


FS 


Bp! HOW NICE OF YOU 
70 CHECKIN! I HOPE 


SPEAKING OF OLD ARMY BUDDIES 


ANOTHER ONE JUST SHOWED UP. 

TM SURE YOU'LL WANT 70 GET 

CAUGHT UP. 50 WHY DON'T I PUT 
|| HERON. GOTTA RUN-T've GOT 
(-|#| PUST BUNNIES TO CORRAL! 


BOY, YOU HAVE 
THE MOST 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
CLEANING 


MEG, IT WASN'T 

RIGHT, YOUR BURST- 
ING IN ON BOOPSIE - 11 BOOPSIE ANDI HAVE 
Hi BEEN TOGETHER SINCE 
‘| WE WERE IN COLLEGE! 


JJ 
Q 
= 


OKAY, I KNEW HER, BUT NOT 
THAT WELL. WE DION'T DO 
ANYTHING. NOT MUCH, ANY- 
WAY. I MEAN, NOTHING 
THAT'S A PROBLEM FOR US. 
\ AT LEAST, IT. 
~ SHOULDNT 


HEY, WE WERE IN A COMBAT 
ZONE, FOR GODS SAKE! 
WELL, ACTUALLY, WE WERE 
ONA CRUISE SHIP BUT. 
BOOPSIE? HELLO? 


aevinai Pru ircecarn WO teWh 
5 


WE HAVE TO GIVE OURSELVES 
A CHANCE HERE. TOO MUCH 
1S AT STAKE. THIS DOESN'T 


I HAVE 
AGN. 


va 


OKAY, THAT'S 


BOOPSIE ? A START. 15 


“y 


! Ciiladkta— 


HA, HAHA! 
HA! HA! 


SICK and TIRED 
of the same old beat? 


ars d'Beat's 
Rx of hot tunescan help! 
THIS. WEEK'S PICK 


< 
CUBAN °° 
De Ne 


we 


W. Earl d'Beat, Ph.D 


Get your Ikx filled at 
KARAVAN 
IMPORTS 


122 MAIN STREET 413 -585 -0815 
NORTHAMPTON , MA 01060 


THINKING 
OF 


TRAVELING 


‘THIS 
SUMMER? 


STUDENT FARES 


Round Trip from Boston Starting at: 


Taxes not included. Restrictions apply. 
Fares subject to change & availability. 
Call about one ways. We issue 
EURAIL passes on the SPOT! 


Council Travel 


79 South Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 


"412-256-1261 
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586-3055 


Beautiful 

lingerie... 

Se ae a 

“short stop” 
cae Simien & in the 

The Mallet ey af ight 
ae atrection! 

: r 

MONDAY, A AUGUST 19th - 7:00 pm | wet 
Advance Tickets Available at Pearl Street, Strawberries J : 
Record Stores, Dynamite Records in Northampton, = for 
For The Record in Amherst, About Music in Greenfield, Someone 


Rap City in Brattleboro, and TicketPro (800) 828-7080. 


you 
~ Jove! 


10 Pearl Street, Northampton 
584-7771 


